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Leviticus 27



Chapter 27 revolves around vows and commitments 
someone has made to God. 

In general God is NOT seeking our vows. And when He is, 
our response is taken seriously; changing one’s mind is 
VERY costly. 

Vows are not to be taken lightly.

Laws Concerning Funding the Sanctuary 

through Vows and Tithes



Funds were needed to maintain the Sanctuary and the 
priesthood.

This funding was provided by the generosity of the people.

Laws Concerning Funding the Sanctuary 

through Vows and Tithes



Needs to maintain the operation of the sanctuary and 

priesthood included:

The spices to make the incense and oil for the lamps of 

the lamp-stand.

The dyes and other materials to repair the metals and 

textiles used in the Sanctuary enclosure.

The dyes and cloth to repair the curtains that cover the 

entrances to the Holy Place and the Holy of Holies.



The supplies needed to make the vestments for 

the Levites, the chief priests, and to maintain the 

vestments of the High Priest.

The many other items that were required to keep 

the Sanctuary functioning for daily liturgy and 

holy feast days



Chapter 27 God gives the rules for the discharge of vows 
associated with gifts to the Sanctuary and the principle of tithes, 
first-fruits and other gifts will provide the necessary funds to 
maintain the Sanctuary and the priesthood 

(Ex 13:11-16; Lev 7:16; 22:21; Num 18:8-32; 30:3-16; Dt 12:6-
12; 14:22-29; 15:19-23; 23:19, 22-24).



Vows were made with reference to: 
• (1) oneself;

• (2) any member of his family (or all of them);

• (3) his animals (clean or unclean);

• (4) his crops;



• (5) his land (whether rented or owned);

• (6) his house; or

• (7) his slaves, in fact, "whatever he had a right over."



In general God is NOT seeking our vows. And when He is, 
our response is taken seriously; changing one’s mind is 
VERY costly. 

Vows (Promises) are not to be taken lightly.

Regulations Concerning 

Vows (Promises) and Tithes



What is a Vow?

➢the word “vow” in the Bible conveys the sense of a 
conscious, deliberate, promise to do something, sometimes 
conditioned by an “if”:

➢by and large, a vow is considered binding, with very few 
exceptions.

➢In Leviticus 27 a promised offering is viewed as a vow. 



Promises, Promises,
Promises

➢Promises, as you well know from your own experience, 
are made in times of danger, or in moments of strong 
desire, or sometimes out of gratitude and thanksgiving 
as God has blessed our hearts.

➢If you have ever said, "Lord, if you'll just do such-and-
such, then I'll do such-and-such for you," then you will 
be very interested in what this chapter has to say.



Promises, Promises,
Promises

The Hebrews made vows to God all the time especially 

when they were worried or scared. 

It was just part of their culture. 

At other times when they were in a particularly pious 

mood, they might promise God something that was kind 

of impulsive. 



Promises, Promises,
Promises

And very often these vows weren’t particularly well 

thought out, and they soon regretted making them. 

In those days vows were not only public, but they were 

also made known to the priests and accompanied with 

ritual, so EVERYBODY knew about it.



➢The practice of making vows or solemn promises to God 
deliberately and freely to perform some good work was 
ancient among the Israelites. 

➢Ordinarily a vow consisted in a promise to offer a 
sacrifice, if God would give some assistance in a difficulty; 
hence, the Hebrew word neder means both vow and 
pledged offering



Promises, Promises,
Promises

➢Yet it is significant that there is something innate in 
human beings which makes us want to vow, to promise 
new resolutions or determinations to God.

➢So, God recognizes that tendency and makes room for it, 
and he gives us instructions about it. 

➢One you make a vow; God expects you to fulfill it. 



Promises, Promises,
Promises

• I. Redemption of persons vowed, sanctified, or devoted to 
God. (Leviticus 27:2-8)

• II. Redemption of animals (Leviticus 27:9-13)
• III. Redemption of houses (Leviticus 27:14-15)
• IV. Redemption of lands (Leviticus 27:16-24)

https://www.studylight.org/study-desk.html?q1=le+27:2-8&t1=eng_nas&sr=1
https://www.studylight.org/study-desk.html?q1=le+27:9-13&t1=eng_nas&sr=1
https://www.studylight.org/study-desk.html?q1=le+27:14-15&t1=eng_nas&sr=1
https://www.studylight.org/study-desk.html?q1=le+27:16-24&t1=eng_nas&sr=1


Promises, Promises,
Promises

• V. Redemption not allowed in certain instances (Leviticus 
27:25-29)
• VI. Special instructions regarding tithes (Leviticus 27:30-
33)

https://www.studylight.org/study-desk.html?q1=le+27:25-29&t1=eng_nas&sr=1
https://www.studylight.org/study-desk.html?q1=le+27:30-33&t1=eng_nas&sr=1


It makes sense that a book which began with the sacrifices 
the Israelites were obliged to make would conclude with 
offerings and vows that they were under no obligation to 
make, but which God took just as seriously (see Eccl 5:4-5).



Promises, Promises,
Promises

➢in all the Scriptures, both Old and New Testaments alike, 
God never commands a vow.

➢vows are never mandatory, never obligatory, upon the 
people of God. 

➢you don't have to promise God anything in order to get 
something from him. God is a Giver. He delights in 
giving; that is His nature.



Promises, Promises,
Promises

➢Proverbs says, “It is better never to vow, than to make a 
vow and not pay it.” 

➢So, God expect us to fulfill the promises we make to him 
during the course of our life. 

➢Vows to God should not be made lightly.



➢The principle here is clear for Christians: be careful 
about making vows, either to the Lord or to one another.

➢ The fact that we are prone to errors in judgment means 
that we may make vows foolishly or out of immaturity.

➢Our word is our bond.



➢Let your yes be yes, and your no be no”.

➢ There is a MAJOR downside to making vows to God, 
particularly if you are not very good at following 
through.


