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Leviticus 11-18 



Understanding 

Clean/Unclean 

Holy/Unholy
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The Laws of Leviticus

• God gave Moses laws and statutes to set a standard for Israel to 

live by. 

• The first laws gave standards and requirements for sacrificial 

offerings aimed at staying in relationship with God which made it 

possible for God’s holy presence to dwell among them. 

• The Hebrew verb for “offering” a sacrifice means literally to 

“bring (it) near.” Bringing a sacrifice near to the sanctuary 

brought the worshipper near to God.



•Today, we no longer need to offer sacrifices because 

Jesus Christ paid the ultimate sacrifice for us.



Leviticus 11-15

•Laws and regulations regarding 

•what food to eat, 

•what to do with sick people, 

•what clothes to wear, 

•how not to trim your beard, 

•even when and when not to have sexual relations.



•The law specified that contact with the carcass of an 

unclean animal (or a clean animal that had died in some 

way other than by proper slaughter) caused one to be 

unclean. 

•That the unclean person was barred from temple service 

and fellowship with other Israelites 



•The law of uncleanness in the flesh due 

• to infections or secretions of the body, 

• including the expulsion of fluids associated with birth 

(see 12:1–8), 

• sores or skin infections found with such maladies as 

leprosy and boils (see 13), 

• running infections (see 15:1–15), 

• the “seed of copulation” (15:16–18), 

•and menstrual fluids (see 15:19–33).

https://abn.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/scriptures/ot/lev/12.1-8?lang=eng#p1
https://abn.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/scriptures/ot/lev/13?lang=eng
https://abn.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/scriptures/ot/lev/15.1-15?lang=eng#p1
https://abn.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/scriptures/ot/lev/15.16-18?lang=eng#p16
https://abn.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/scriptures/ot/lev/15.19-33?lang=eng#p19


Dealing with the Discharges of Life

When a man is cleansed from his discharge, he is to count off 

seven days for his ceremonial cleansing; 

He must wash his clothes and bathe himself with fresh water, 

and he will be clean. 

On the eighth day he must take two doves or two young pigeons

and come before the Lord to the entrance to the tent 

of meeting and give them to the priest. Leviticus 15:13-14
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Dealing with the Leprosy of Life

When anyone has a defiling skin disease, they must be brought to the 
priest. Leviticus 13:9

•Leprosy here also includes other contagious and 
infectious skin diseases. 

•They all were recognized to be dangerous and 
damaging, a serious threat not only to the individual 
but to the whole camp of Israel, and so they were to 
be detected.



•The process of detection was prolonged and careful 

inspection. 

•The priest was to look at the symptoms, then shut the 

diseased person up for seven days, examine him again, 

and shut him up for another seven days. 

•At the end of that time, he could determine whether it 

was leprosy or something less serious.

•All of this has its counterpart in our own spiritual lives, 

sin has the same effect.



•God wanted Israel to be holy and pure. 

•He wanted them to be completely different from the 

extremely evil pagan nations around them. 

•Some of the laws promoted good health, some kept them 

from immoral practices, others taught lessons about 

holiness and others prevented them from doing anything 

that resembled an idolatrous practice. 

• Israel was to keep them “set apart” as God’s. holy people. 



•“The prohibition of incest, homosexuality and other 

sexual sins is introduced with a general warning as to 

the licentious customs of the Egyptians and Canaanites.



Summary

•The people as a whole were holy. That is, they had been set 

apart by God for Himself and for His glory.

• However, in approaching Him, they were to maintain that 

holiness by coming to Him only when they were in a state of 

cleanness. 

•But that was a difficult state to maintain, as almost anything, 

at any time, could plunge them into a state of uncleanness. 



•They might touch a dead body. 

•They might eat the wrong kind of food. 

•A woman might be having her menstrual period. A man 

might have a bodily discharge. 

•A person might have some sort of skin disease. 

•A family's house or garments might be infested with 

mold or mildew. 



•Some of these uncleannesses were, so to speak, 

natural, and required only washing and waiting 

until the end of the day for cleanness to be restored. 

•Others, such as bleeding beyond the time of the 

normal menstrual period, or some sort of skin 

disease, required the offering of sacrifice for 

purification, as well as the washing with water. 

•By these means, the people maintained, or rather, 

regularly restored their cleanness before God 

through the ordinary course of life.



Points to Ponder

•What appears at first to be only a series of outdated 

laws given as part of the Mosaic covenant on 

uncleanness upon closer examination carries a powerful 

message to Saints of all ages. 

• If we are to be God’s people, we must become different 

from other peoples. 



•We must be set apart, or separated, from the influences 

of the world. 

•To ancient Israel God gave commandments not only to 

help them remain physically and spiritually clean but 

also to help them learn of and remember Him.

•Our body is the temple of the Set-Apart Spirit and it is 

our duty to keep it (physically and spiritually) clean and 

healthy.



•The law therefore acted as 

•a social instrument for keeping the Hebrew nation 

intact, 

•a psychological instrument for preserving the identity 

of the individual, and 

•a religious instrument for keeping the people in 

remembrance of Jehovah.



•You are therefore to keep all My statutes and all My 

ordinances and do them, so that the land to which I am 

bringing you to live will not spew you out. 

• ‘Moreover, you shall not follow the customs of the nation 

which I will drive out before you, for they did all these 

things, and therefore I have abhorred them.



•Hence I have said to you, “You are to possess their land, 

and I Myself will give it to you to possess it, a land 

flowing with milk and honey.” I am the LORD your God, 

who has separated you from the peoples. 

•You are therefore to make a distinction between the clean 

animal and the unclean, and between the unclean bird 

and the clean; and you shall not make yourselves 

detestable by animal or by bird or by anything that creeps 

on the ground, which I have separated for you as 

unclean. 



•Thus, you are to be holy to Me, for I the LORD am holy; 

and I have set you apart from the peoples to be Mine. -

Leviticus 20:22-26


