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Leviticus 8:1-9



Mosaic Covenant 

‘You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and 
how I carried you on eagles’ wings and brought you to 
myself. Now if you obey me fully and keep my 
covenant, then out of all nations you will be my 
treasured possession. Although the whole earth is 
mine, you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a 
holy nation.’ These are the words you are to speak to 
the Israelites.”
• –Exodus 19:4-6



• This covenant was conditional. It came with an if. It 
required Israel’s obedience in order to receive the 
conditions of blessing, and that first condition of 
blessing God revealed was that Israel would belong 
uniquely to Him and would be a kingdom of priests 
and a holy nation. 
•Ultimately this covenant is to be a teaching tool to 

lead people to Christ. 
• It was about relationship and fellowship.



The Lessons from Leviticus

• illustrative and 

• instructive of the call 

• to dedicate ourselves 

• to the service and worship of God.



Leviticus 8:1-9 1The LORD said to Moses,
2"Bring Aaron and his sons, their garments, the 

anointing oil, the bull for the sin offering, the two rams 
and the basket containing bread made without yeast, 
3and gather the entire assembly at the entrance to the 
tent of meeting." 
4Moses did as the LORD commanded him, and the 
assembly gathered at the entrance to the tent of 
meeting. 
5Moses said to the assembly, "This is what the LORD has 
commanded to be done." 
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The FIRST Element:
From the Word of God

•A true priesthood never originates from 
man's conception of what he needs. It comes 
from God's word, God's thoughts. 
•God knows us and he has designed this for 

us. 
• It doesn't come from a pope, nor a council, 

nor a convention, nor a synod of bishops, nor 
any other form of human committee.



The SECOND Element:
AARON AND HIS SONS 

•Aaron was the brother of Moses. 
•He and his descendants were the only family in the 

entire Old Testament authorized to serve as priests. 
• In this family Aaron himself was to be the high 

priest. Aaron’s sons- Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, Ithamar
•Aaron is the picture of that great high priest, Jesus 

Christ our Lord. And His priesthood is as necessary 
to us as Aaron's was to the Israelites. 



The THIRD Element:
THE GARMENTS OF THE PRIEST

• In the symbolism of Scripture, garments are always 
a revelation of the character of the individual who 
wears them. 
• So, as we examine the list of garments, we will 

understand what a priest is, what he does, and how 
he functions.



The FOURTH Element:
THE ANOINTING OIL

• In Scripture, always speaks of the Holy Spirit. 
• This means that a priest, to be effective, always 

must be walking in the Spirit. 
•You will never be an effective priest unless you 

learn the ministry of the Holy Spirit, learn how he 
works in you and through you, imparting the life of 
Christ to others through you.



The FIFTH Element:
THE SACRIFICES

•These always speak of redemption, of the need 
for dealing with the problem of sin and guilt.
• Since Aaron and his sons were but men, they too 

needed sacrifices.



The SIXTH Element:
THE CONGREGATION

•God told Moses to bring all the congregation together. 
•God insisted that all the adults and children be there. 

He wanted the humblest and the greatest in Israel to 
be present. 
•Moses had to assemble the whole congregation —

more than a million people. 
• They were all to be there in order that God Himself 

might teach them what a priesthood meant.



Acts of Ordination



Cleansed for Service
• The consecration began with Moses 

thoroughly washing Aaron and his sons at the 
door of the Tabernacle (Ex. 29:4; Lev. 8:6). 

• This would be the only time that the priest 
was washed by another, henceforth he 
washed himself in preparation for daily service 
(Ex. 30:19-20).

• Washing has a twofold meaning. First, it 
typifies the priest’s regeneration. As believer-
priest, the Christian has been “saved by the 
washing of regeneration and renewing of the 
Holy Spirit” (Ti. 3:5).

• Secondly, like the high priest, the Christian 
must be cleansed from daily sins (1 Jn. 1:9). 



Clothed for Service
• Aaron and his sons were stripped of their old 

clothing and separately dressed by Moses after 
being bathed (Ex. 29:4). 

• Aaron’s clothing consisted of a linen tunic, under 
girdle, robe of the ephod, ephod, outer girdle, 
breastplate, Urim and Thummim, and the miter 
with its gold plate inscribed ‘Holiness to Jehovah’ 
(Ex. 29:5-9; 40:13-14; Lev. 8:7-9). 

• Aaron’s sons were clothed in a separate service 
consisting of the linen coat, miter, girdle and 
breeches (Ex. 28:39-42). It is important to 
remember that Aaron and his sons were initially 
clothed by one another rather than by themselves.



• The Christian does not outfit himself for service. 

• It is God who calls, directs and gives enablement to the 
believer for service (Jn. 15:16). 

•He/She has been equipped by God for the task he is 
called to perform by the indwelling power of the Holy 
Spirit. 

•God has clothed the believer-priest with armor to stand 
against the onslaughts of Satan (Eph. 6:13-17).



Consecrated for Service

• The service of consecration 
was initiated by Moses pouring 
the anointing oil over Aaron’s 
head and sprinkling his sons. 
• The oil was called a “crown” 

(Lev. 21:12) upon the head of 
the high priest, running down 
his beard even to the hem of 
his garment (Ps. 133:2).



• Anointing oil was made from a specific 
formula consisting of five hundred shekels 
of pure myrrh (a gum resin extracted from 
the Arabian Balsamodendron Myrrha plant 
used in embalming), 

two hundred and fifty shekels of sweet 
cinnamon, 

two hundred and fifty shekels of sweet 
calamus (the aromatic bark of a shrub 
growing in Arabia), 

five hundred shekels of cassia (a plant 
having the flavor and aroma of 
cinnamon), 

with a hin (gallon) of olive oil (Ex. 
30:22-25).

The term "shekel" has been 
used for a unit of weight, 
around 9.6 or 9.8 grams, The 
change of 1 sheqel ( shekel ) 
unit of a gold amount equals 
= to 11.34 g ( gram ) as the 
equivalent measure for the 
same gold type.



•Rabbinical sources state that Moses, having reduced 
the solid ingredients to powder, steeped them in 
water until all the aromatic qualities were drawn out.

• The olive oil was then poured into the ingredients and 
the water boiled out. 

• The residue thus obtained was preserved in a vessel 
for use (Unger’s Bible Dictionary, p. 806).


