
The Theology of 
Leviticus        



God is Holy

The  holiness of God is undoubtedly the main emphasis 
in the Book of Leviticus. 
The character of God is not like humans. He is perfect, 
without defilement, there is no trace of evil in Him. He 
is Omnipotent, Omnipresent and Omniscient.
From beginning to end, the book reminds people that 
God is holy and that His holiness is the standard.



God is Eternal and Living

The very first consideration of what the holiness of God 
means is that he is the living God, actually living, and 
eternally so –unlike the false gods of the pagans (who 
might appear to be alive) or living spirits which were 
limited because they were created either by humans or 
God).
That God is alive is seen clearly either by his 
communicating His will to the people: he spoke. 
Or by Him bringing life to the crops, trees, and fields. 



The Lord, then, not only created all life in order, but 
wants people to live according to the order of creation.



God is Personal

God revealed himself as a personal God with a personal 
name.
He formed Israel as a people to be his personal 
representatives on earth, a people with whom he might 
dwell.
And legislated how they should live in accordance with 
his own specific will.



When people complied, they could enjoy peace with 
the living God.
But this living God was a spiritual God. This set him 
apart not ony from humans but also from all pagan 
deities with their human forms and humanlike nature. 



God is Powerful
One of the most important attributes that displays the 
nature of God’s holiness or uniqueness is His power.
By His powers He fulfills His promises.
The promises of His presence, forgiveness, and 
blessings of field and home were not idle speculation.
By His victory over Egypt, referred to in Leviticus, God 
demonstrated this power.
At Sinai, the setting of the giving of the law, the people 
witnessed the phenomena of nature that spoke of His 
holy presence. 



At the altar the people saw the fire of the Lord consume sacrifices and 
sadly, disobedient priests.
By His control over nature and by his rule over nations, God showed 
that no god was like Him. 
The people knew then that He was also able to forgive sins, purify 
disease, and control human desitiny; they aolsoknew that His blessings 
and curses were genuine.



God is Righteous
The righteousness of God informed many of the 
regulations and laws in the book, making the Israelites 
aware of the standard to which they had to conform.
All of God’s legislation against sin and corruption 
presupposes that He is the moral, ethical, and 
righteous Lawgiver.
Moreover, because God took Israel into covenant, it 
was right for Him to give assistance, protection, and 
benefits to them; but it was also His right to punish 
those who rebelled against his righteous standard.



God is Sovereign
All Scripture attests to god’s sovereignty over all things, but 
Leviticus reveals it on several specific levels.
He elected Israel to be a holy nation and a kingdom of priests.
He announced His dwelling among them and demanded their 
conformity to His holy presence by by prescribed ritual.
He showed that He was the Lord of creation, because He was 
able to send the rain, create the harvests, bring plagues and 
wars, prosperity or famime-all in accordance with how 
obedient and faithful the people were.



He alone could forgive sins and enable the 
guilty sinner to be at peace with God, a 
feature unique to the law of the Lord.



God is Gracious and Good
The entire sacrificial system speaks of the grace of God, for it 
enable a sinful and defiled people to find atonement and 
acceptance with God.
By His grace God bestowed rest and release for His people in 
seasons and in years, so that society could periodically be 
made right.
Moreover, throughout the law is a constant emphasis on all 
the provisions that God has made for His people and the debt 
of gratitude that they owe Him.
Thus, all the offerings with which Israel came to praise and 
worship God spoke of their gratitude for His goodness.



That is the whole basis of worship.



God is Jealous

God exhibited a great deal of zeal to protect His 
holiness and His holy institutions.
From the outset, God permitted no rival deities for His 
people: no gods, no images, no objects of veneration 
(worship) in any form-whether high gods or goat 
demons, whether through sacrificial ritual or cultic 
magic, God demanded allegiance from His people.
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