
BIBLE STUDY – FEBRUARY 9, 2022

THE DAY OF ATONEMENT

LEVITICUS 23



Feasts of Israel 
in the Old Testament

Speak unto the children of Israel, and say 

unto them, Concerning the feasts of the LORD, 

which ye shall proclaim to be holy convocations, 

even these are my feasts.

Leviticus 23:2

https://bible-history.com/kjv/Leviticus/23/2/


 God appointed certain days of the year 

to be remembered and celebrated by 

the congregation of Israel. 

 These certain days are called “feasts.”

 The word "feast" comes from two Hebrew 

words that mean (Heb. Moaid) "divinely 

appointed times" and the other 

(Heb. Khag ) means "festival" from the 

verb which means "to dance".



Feasts and Festivvals

Israel’s feasts and festivals were

Communal 

Commemorative

 Theological

 Typological



 communal in that they drew the nation together for 

celebration and worship as they recalled the common origin 

and experience of the people. 

 commemorative in that they kept alive the story of what 

God had done in the exodus and during the sojourn. 

 theological in that the observance of the festivals presented 

the participants with lessons on the reality of sin, judgment, 

and forgiveness, on the need for thanksgiving to God, and 

on the importance of trusting God rather than hoarding 

possessions. 



 typological in that they anticipated a greater 

fulfillment of the symbolism of the feasts. 

 It is not surprising that each of the major feasts 

is in some way are alluded to in the New 

Testament.



The festivals were appointed or set by God:

They were sacred assemblies or festivals not 

secular – Man may set aside a day for 

celebration, but only God can make a day holy. 

A time when the people came together for 

worship and joyful celebration.





These seven feasts 

➢ were celebrated in this order –Passover, Unleavened 

Bread, First fruits, Pentecost, Trumpets, Atonement, 

and Tabernacles)

➢ were observed annually in ancient Israel

➢ began in the spring and are closely related to Israel’s 

spring and fall harvests and agricultural seasons. 

➢ were to remind the Israelites each year of God’s ongoing 

protection and provision. 

➢ often began and ended with a “Sabbath rest,” and the 

Jews were commanded to not do any customary work 

on those days.



➢ But, even more importantly, they foreshadowed the 
redemptive work of Jesus Christ. 

➢ Not only did they play significant roles in Christ’s earthly 
ministry, but they also symbolize the complete redemptive 
story of Christ, 

beginning with His death on the cross as the 
Passover Lamb and ending with His second 
coming after which He will “tabernacle” or dwell 
with His people forever.



The Feast of Passover 

Leviticus 23:5

was instituted by the LORD on the night before the Israelites made 

their departure from Egypt.

was a perpetual reminder of God's deliverance of the Hebrews by 

passing over their houses where they applied the blood on the lintel 

and doorposts of their homes. God spared their first-born sons but 

slew the first-born of the Egyptians. 

https://bible-history.com/kjv/Leviticus/23/5/


The Feast of Unleavened Bread

Leviticus 23:6

was a continuation of the Feast of Passover and lasted for seven 

days. 

 for that week, the Israelites not only ate no bread with yeast, but 

they also removed all yeast from their homes. They held a sacred 

assembly on the first and seventh days of the week, and for the 

whole week they did no work except for the preparation of food.

On the last day of the feast a wheat-sheaf of the first fruits of the 

harvest was offered up in thanks for God's abundant provision in 

bringing forth fruit out of the earth.

https://bible-history.com/kjv/Leviticus/23/6/

