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Leviticus -



L e v i t i c u s

• The story of God’s relationship with the people of Israel

• About whom God is and how God wanted Israel to be 

whole and complete in Him. 

• God knew all about their brokenness and pain. He knew 

that their lives were riddled with sin, shame, and hurt.

• Just as God responded to the brokenness of the people of 

Israel, He wants to work in the lives of people today.



Sacrifice/Worship of God 

•Before the Israelites started toward the Promised Land, God 

prescribed for Israel in great detail how He desired that they 

worship Him through a system of offerings centered around 

animal sacrifices in the Tabernacle (later the temple). 

•God is holy and demands that those who worship Him also 

be holy. 

•“Holiness” carries the idea of purity, separation from sin 

and being different. (Lev. 15:31; Lev. 18:1-5) 



•God calls Israel to mirror his holiness in every aspect of life. 

•Every aspect of our lives is meant to be a response to God's 

holy presence among us.

•God is concerned about the spiritual as well as the physical 

condition of our lives.



Leviticus 11-18

•Leviticus 11-18 deals with the laws regarding clean and 

unclean things.

•These laws along with the previous laws regarding the plan 

of the tabernacle and its furnishings, and in the sacrifices 

and offerings had two primary functions: 

• to teach the people obedience so that they could progress 

spiritually, and

• to point their minds toward the ultimate source of 

salvation in Jesus Christ.



As with the other laws, 

you must try to look beyond the 

outward commandments and rituals for 

what they were meant to teach about 

spiritual realities.



This section of Leviticus begins with 

(chapter 11) -the classification of “clean” and

“unclean” food 

(chapter 12-15) -the rites of cleansing when one 

becomes unclean 

(chapter 16) -the procedure for celebrating the Day 

of Atonement to cleanse the people and God’s 

sanctuary, and 

(chapter 18) -sexual acts/conduct



“Clean” and “unclean”

•were concepts very familiar to those under the Old 

Testament Law. 

•we must recognize that there are two aspects to these laws: 

a practical aspect and a theological aspect. 

•The practical aspect is that these regulations were part of 

the directions that God gave His people in order to set them 

apart from the surrounding nations who did not know God..



•The theological aspect is that these laws were provided 

to teach the people truths about themselves, about God, 

and about their relationship to Him.



Leviticus 11- Clean/Unclean

• In Leviticus 7 we saw that "You are what you wear"

describing the Priesthood (cp "Clothes Make the

Man!") Here in Leviticus 11, we see that "You are

what you eat."

•As you read and study this chapter, keep in mind that

the dietary laws were given to Israel (not the church),

that the laws were temporary (cp Col 2:14, Acts 15)

https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Col%202.14


• There were practical reasons for these laws related to health

and cleanliness.

• The flesh of swine is highly susceptible to trichinosis, a

malady easily transmitted to man.

• Shellfish can develop a deadly poison if they are not killed

and handled properly, and so on.

• But the Hebrew word for clean used in the dietary law means

more than just physically clean.

• It carries the connotation of being “clean from all pollution or

defilement … and implying that purity which religion requires,

and is necessary for communion with God”



•By voluntarily abstaining from certain foods or by cooking 

them in a special way, one made a daily, personal 

commitment to act in one’s faith. 

•At every meal a formal choice was made, generating 

quiet self-discipline.

•Further, the law served to separate the Hebrews from 

their Canaanite neighbors. Each time they got hungry 

they were forcibly reminded of personal identity and 

community bond. Indeed, they belonged to a people set 

apart. 


